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© OF THE 

: LORDSand COMMO NS 
; Aſſembled in | 
PARLIAMENT, 


; Paying of all 


Church. Duties 


A > Whatſoever within Fa, Kingdome of 


; England, and Dominion ike © 
; Vie Mercurii, " rebratarit. 1647. 


'O; Raered by the Lords Aſſembled in Parliament, That 3 
. this Ordinance for repairing of Churches, and pay= ut 
bh ing of Church-Duties , be forthwith printed and publiſhed gps 
and ſent to all ehurcher and Chappels within the Kingdome C 


, i England and Dominion of Wales. 
| Toh. Broan Cler. Parliamentorun. 


by 
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4 
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p For © 
The: repairing of Cl nunRcHEs, dF 
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8 Imprinted at London for Fobn Wright at the * 
Kings Head in the old ner: 1647. "S 
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Dze Mercurii, 9 Februarii. 1647. 


An Ordinance for repairing Chur- 


hes, and for payment of Church-Duties. 


dF£© Or the upholding and keeping 
Fas, all Pariſh Churches and Chappels 
a(& \ within this Kiigdome of Exg- 

» 4 14nd and Dominion of YYales 
> Ex from utter ruine and decay, and 
LS. for payment of ChurcheDuties, 


____ 89 It is Ordered and Ordained by 


- m—_ 
-_ 


"RIO © theLordsand Commons Afſem- 
bled in Parliament, That foure, three, two, or one 
ſubſtantiall Inhabitant or Inhabitants ofevery Pariſh 
or Chappelry aforeſaid, ("having reſpect to the pro- 

Be portions Or oreateneſle of every auch pariſh or Chap- | 
pelry) ſhall be nominated and choſen yearly on the 
Munday or Tueſday in Eaſter weeke, by the Pas» 
riſhioners of every Pariſh or Chappeiry, ( which are 

o» ſhall he rateable to the repaire of any ſuch Church 

or Chappell ) or the greateſt part ofſuch of them as 
ſhall be then aſlembled for the. choyce of Officers 
within the Panſh or Chappelry ) to be Church-war- 
den, or Church-wardens, or ColleQors of moneyes 

for Church-Duties, within every ſuch Pariſh or 
Chappelry reſpectively, where any ſuch Church. 

___ wardenorChurch-wardens have or hath been fer- 
| merlyuſedto be nominated or choſen; or in default 
| hereof, every ſuch FROG or Chappelry thall forfeit 
\ 2 the 
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a : 
ne of forty ſhillings, tothe uſe of the poore- 
atd pariſh,.to be recovered as is hereafter ex< 


£2ocvebinuls prefled; which church-wardens or colleQors ſoto 


3 b&> C 


eftrg 


L amo nels 


bectioſen, are within oftte moneth after their choyce 
to be allowed and approved of under the hands and 
ſeales of two of the *next Juſtices adjoyning to the 
parifhdr chappelry aforeſaid. Ht 
And it is further Ordained, That the church- 
wardens, or colle(tors aforeſaid, together with the 
Overſcers of the poore of the ſame pariſh or chap- 


Lyle £nuke PELY; or the greatet part of them, upon publike no- 


tice thereof firſt to be given by the church-wardens 
m the ſaid church or chappell, ſhall from time to 
time make rates' or affeſlements, by taxation of eve- 
ry Inhabitant dwelling or refiding within ſuch pariſh 
or chappelry, and: of every Occuplter of lands, hou- 
ſes, tythes improbriate, or improbriation of tythes, 
colemnies, or ſaleable underwoods, or other heredi- 
taments, within.the ſaid pariſh or chappelry , in ſuch 
competent ſumme and ſummes of money as they 
ſhall thinke fit, for and towards the reparation and 
maintenance of every ſuch pariſh church or chap- 
pe!l reſpeQively, and providing of Books for the 
ſaid church or daooel) and of Bread and Wine + he 
uſed at the adminiſtration of the Sacrament there, 
and for repairing the walls and incloſures of the 
church yards, or burying places thereunto reſpeCtive- 
ly belonging, and for doing and performing every 
ſuch thing and things asby this Ordinance 15 appoin- 
ted tobe done, at the charge of ſuch pariſh or chap- 
pelry 3 Asalſofor the doing and executing of all and 
every matter, which to the office, place, or duty of 
the church-wardens ofany ſuch place wherein _ 
a 
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ſhall"be-reſpeCtively hole? dl appertaine to bee v0 [2 
done; which ſaid church-warden or 'church-warder JF 
ſhall within foure dayes after the end of their yeare, | 
and after other church-warden or church-wardens Q, Ao... 
nominated, make and yeeld to the ſucceeding er bo —_— 
church-wardens, and to ſuch Juſtices of the Peace as »»4t-v @ bo | 
aforeſaid, a true and perfe& accompt of all ſumms of +ff+<- |? 
money by them received, or rated and affeſled, and l 
| 


not receivedz and of all other things concerning 
their ſaid Office, and ſuch ſum or ſums of money as 
ſhall be in their hands, ſhall pay and deliver over to 
the ſaid church-wardenor churchwardens newly no- 
minated and appointed as aforeſaid, upon paine that _. + 
every one of them being negligent or faulty therein, . 4p | 
orinthe execution of their Ra Office, ſhall forfeit ©* 
for every fuch defaulr or neg}igence,the ſum of twen- 
ty ſhillings to the uſe of the poore of luch pariſh or 
chappelry, as aforeſaid, whereofhe ſhall be church- 
warden, AndUit is Ordained by the authority afore- 
ſaid That all Rates, Taxations, and Aﬀeſſements, 
heretofore made by the church-warden or church- 
wardens of any pariſh or chappelry aforeſaid, by 
themſelves or with others, according to the cultome #:= 
of ſnch-pariſh or chappelry, (ince the firſt day of | 
Mach in yeare of our Lord God' 1641.. for or **” 
towatds the repaire of any church or chappell r eſpe-- 
aively, or doing of any thing appointed by this Or- 
dinance to be done, if they thall now be confirm- 
ed by the two next Juftices of the Peace, they ſhall 
ftand, and be as good and effeQuall in the Law, to all 
intents and purpoſes as ifthe ſame were to bee made. 
or done by and according to this Ordinance: And that. 
it ſhall and may be lawfall as well ſor: the preſeut- 
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2s-ſibſequent Ehurch-warden or Collectors, arany 
| + two next Juſtices of the Peace, by Warrant under 
E the hands and ſeals of two ſuch Juſtices of the Peace 
within ſuch County or Townes corporate, to leayie 
as wall all and every the faid ſummes of money, and 
all Arrerages of every one which (hall refuſe or neg- 
| k& to pay or contribute their rateable parts of ſuch 
Aﬀeſlements as aforeſatd, and the forteitures before 
mentioned by Diſtreſſe, and ſale of the Offenders 
goods, asalfo all 'and every the ſumme and ſummes 
of Money which thall be betinde upon any Church- 
wardens Accompt , for, or concerning the repaire 
| _ of any ſuch Church orChappell, orother the things 
J21-41- aforeſaid; and likewiſe the ſumme of two ſhillings 
[{., >» Fforand towards the charge and expence in leavying 
4 __ ofthe ja dering to .the party or parties the 0- 
and<ndefault of ſuch Diftreſle it ſhall bee 
for anytwo ſach Juſtices of the Peace to 


*3. 


ne ee. Eo 


| it hJn2/ ogher, or them ſoretuling, or negle- 
a8 aforetad, to the common Goale of the 


County; City;'or Towne corporate reſpe&ively , 
where ſuch Juſtices of the Peace are, and ſuch of- 
| fences ſhall be commatted, there to remaine without 
| Bayle or Mainprize untill payment of the ſaid {eve- 
all ſammes and Arreragesz and to commit to the 
faid Priſon, every one ofthe ſaid Church-wardens 
which ſhall refuſe to accompt , there to remaine 
without Bayle or Main-prize untill ke hath made a 
true Accompt, and ſatisfied and paid ſo much as up- 
onthe ſaid Accompt ſhall be remaining 1a his hands. 
i Provided alwaies, That if any perſon or perſons ſhall 
finde him, or ber, or themſelves agrieved with any 
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Aſſeſiement, or Lax, ax at done by the ſaid 
Church-warden or; Church-wardens or by the ſaid 
Juſtices of the Peace, or any of them, that then i 
{hall and may be lawfull for the party grieved to 
complaine thereof at the next generall Quarter Seſ- 
fionsof the Peace, where the Juſtices of the Peace, 
or the great number of them {hall make ſuch order 
thereinas to them ſhall be thought convenient, and 
the ſame to conclude and binde all the ſaid parties. 
And be it further Ordained,' that the Mayors, 
Bayliffs, or other head Officers of every City, Town, 
or place corporate within this' Realme, or the Do- 
minion of ales, being Juſtice, or Juſtices of the. 
Peace, ſhall have the ſame authority by vertues of 
this Ordinance within the ſeyerall limits and pre- 
cints of their Jurisdictions, as well out of Seffions 
as at their Seſſions, 1f they ſhall hold any, as is be- 
forelimited, Frogs , and appointed to Juſtices of 
the. Peace of the County,. or any twa or more of 
them, or to he JOerS of the Peacein; their Quar- 
ter Seſſions to doe, and execute for all. the ufes and 
purpoſes in this preſent Ordinance preſcribed, and 
no other Juſtice,.or Juſtices of the Peace to inter- 
meddle there; audrhat eyery Alderman of the Ci- 
ty of Loydex within his Ward ſhall and may doe 
andexecute in every reſpe& ſo much as is appointed 
and allawed 1n this Ordinance to be done and exe- 
cuted by one or two Juſtices of the Peace of any 
County within this Realm, And beit alſo Ordai- 
ned. Thar if it ſhall happen that any.Pariſh doe ex- 
tend it ſelfe into moreCounties then. one, or part 
therof to lye wkhin the Liberties of any City, Town, 
or place corporate, and part without, that thenthe 
Jultices 


uſtices of the Peace of 9%; County, as alſo the 
ad Of ofthe Peace of 
ſuch City, Towne, or place corporate, ſhall deale and 
intermedd!e onely in ſo much of the ſaid Pariſh as 
lyeth within their Liberties, and not any further; 
and every of them reſpettively within their ſeverall 
Limits, Wards and Jur{dictions, to execute the 
Ordinance aforementioned concerning the confir- 
ming of Rates, the giving of Warrant for the leavy- 


ingot es , the corhmitting to priſon ſuch 
as refaſe or negle&t 


aſe topay theit rateable part ofthe 
ſaid Aﬀleſlements having no ſufficient Diftreſſe, the 
taking Accompts of Chutch-wardens, and the com- 
mitting to Priſon ſuchas refuſe tg accompr,.ordeny 
to pay the Arrerages dhe upon.their Accompts3 and 
yet neverthelefle the Church-wardens,or the greateſt 
nnmber of them of the ſaid Pariſhes extending into 
ſuch ſeverall Limits & Jurisdi&tions, ſhall without di- 
viding themfelves duly execute their office in all pla- 
ces within their ſaid Pariſh in all things to them 
belonging 3 and ſhall duly exhibite and make one 
accompt before the head Officer,or Officers,or Juſtices 


of the peace of fuch Towne, or place Corporate,and 


one other before the Juſtices ofthe ſaid County, ww 
any ſuch two of them as is aforeſaid. | 

And beit further Ordained; that if any aQtion of 
treſpaſle, or other ſuit ſhall happen to be attempred, 
orjbrought againft any perſon, or perſons, for taking 
any diftrefle, or making any ſale, or any other thing 
doing by the authority of this prefent Ordinance, 
the Tefendant or defendants in any ſuch ation or 


ſuit, and all others which'in their aid and affiſtanice, 
or by their commands fhall doe any aC& or thing 
touching 
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them, or his or their Officer, or Offers, it{hall 
and may be lawfull for them, and every of them to 
 pleadthe general iilue, that he or they are not guil- 
ty, and to give ſuch ſpeciall matter in evidence to the 
Jury which ſhall try the ſame, which ſpeciall mats- 
ter being pleaded had bin a good and ſufficient mat- 
ter in Law to have diſcharged the ſaid defendant ox 
Defendants: of the Trefſpaſle or other matter 
laid to his charge, and that ifupon the triall of any 
ſuch Action or'Suit, the plaintiffe or plaintiffes ſhall 
not prove to the Jury which ſhall try the ſame, that 
the fa& or cayſe of his or their Attion or Suit, was, 
or were had, made, committed, or done within the 
County wherein ſuch Action or Suit ſhall bee laid, 
That then 41n every ſuch caſe the Jury which ſhall 
try the ſame ſhall finde the defendant or defendants 
in every ſuch Aion or Suit not guilty , without 
having any'reſpe or regard to. any evidence given 
by the Plaintifte or Plaintiffes therein, touching the 
Treſpaſſe, fa, or cauſe, for which the ſame AQ- 
on or Suit is or ſhall be brought, and that if the 
verdi&ſhall paſſe with the ſaid defendant or deten- 
dants 1m fuch Aion, or the Plaintiffe or Plaintiftes 
therein, become non-ſuit,or ſuffer any diſcontinuance 
thereof, that mn every ſuch caſe the Juſtice or Ju- 
ſtices, or ſuch other Jndge, or Court before whom 
the ſaid matter ſhall be tryed or depending, ſhall 
by force and vertue of this Ordinance allow unto 
the defendant or defendants his.or their douvle coſts 
which he or they ſhall have ſuſtained by reatonoof his 
or their wrongfull yexation in defence of the ſaid 


Suit or Acton, for which the ſaid defendant or de-. 
Enron B | fen- - 


touching or concerning the premiſes, ,or any- of 
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El. 
fendants, ſhall have like remedy, as in other caſes 


where coſt by the Law of this Realm are given tothe 
defendants : & for as much as the Churchwardens or 
Colle&ors aforeſaid may peradventure be carelefle 
or negligent in performing their duty, it is further 
Ordered and Ordained, that upon complaint made 

to the two next Jultices, or one of them, or other 

information had thereof, the aforeſaid Juſtices, or 

one of them, ſhall or may in their owne perſons view 

the ſaid Churches or Chappells, or appoint the Mi- 

niſter, and ſome other ofthe pariſhioners to certifie 

unto-them, or one of them, what reparations 'are or 
{hall be needfull, and thereupon they or one of them 

ſhallby a Warrant under their hand and ſeales to the 

Church-wardens order and dire what reparations 

ſhall be done within the faid churches or chappels, -& 
Jimit and eppoint the timefor the doing of the ſamez 
and if the Order aforeſaid benot performed, they 
ſhall binde over the faid churchwardens orcolleQors, 
or any of them, for: their negligence herein to the 
next Scfſions of the peace, where if the court ſhall 
allow of the Order, the Offender or Offenders upon 
due proofe of his or their negligence or offence here- 
in ſball be ſeverally fined, ſo as the fine exceeds nor 
fourty {lnllings upon any one of them, and the 
offender is to be committed untill the fine bee pajd, | 
which is tobe diſpoſed of to the uſe of the Poore'of 
the ſaid Pariſh or Chappelrie. Provided alwates, and 
i is the intent and meaning of the ſaid Ordinance, 
that the Pariſhioners, and the churchwardens of any 
Pariſh or chappelrie ſhall not be charged with, or 
lyable unto the repayring of any chancel}, or chan- 
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have formerly by preſcription, or cus 


| ftom bin uſed to be repaired by the Parſqns orVicars, 
|} Immpropriators, or others, but that the ſaid Parfons, 
} Vicars, Impropriators, and all othetr perſons what- 
" ſoever both politique and corporate, their heires 
| and ſucceſiors, wiich bave formerly beene lyable to 
| the reparations of all or any part of any church, 
4 chappell, chancel), Iſle, or other place belonging to. 
{| the ſame by any cuſtome whatſoever, ſhall (till he 
 lyable to the ſame to all intents and purpoſes;:and 
1 for their negligence herein ſhall arid may be Ordered 
1 by the two next Juſtices, or ſhall or may bee preſen- 
4 ted, or indicted by the churchwardens or any others, 
| at the next Seſſions of the Peace, where the offen= 
der for his offence herein ſhall-be fined and.procee- 
Fl againſt in ſuch manner as the churchwarden for- 
| his negligenceis to be proceeded againſt by vertue'cf 
Ordinance, Provided alfo, where any pa-- 


46A A: 


this 

| | riſh, or Chappelrie hath 'any Lands or Tenemems 
:| or yearely Rents, or Annuities formerly given to the 
' repairing of their Churches or Chappells and for 
. Church-Duties, the Church-wardens or colleCtors 


aforeſaid ſhall be from : henceforth Receivers. of 


| «be faid Rents and profits, and ſhall have power by 


Warrant from Fas! ©cnnonn tocaulſe the parties who 
 Qus ht:to pay, the ſame.tobe bound over to the next 

Pellions, where they ſhall bee, upon-due proofe and 
hearing the ſaid Parties, : ordered 'to pay the faid 
Rents and profits to the Churchwardens, and Colle- 
(ors aforeſaid, who bat args of the ſame accor-- 


the 


| gs 1t ought to be diſpoſed of,. and thereby eafe 


ariſh of ſo much,af the charge,. and ſhall yearly 


Wong <= * 


accompt forthe ſame ik their 'Kecomprs as church- 


_ wardens 
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wardens; Prinvided no this' Orditiance; as to th. 
c ailing | churches {hall not extend to Pariſhes or 
Tawaves.\vhcre thechurches or chappels are to- 
rally ſubverted or ruined by theſe unhappy wars, cx- 
tremity of age, or othgr caſualties, nor toany cathe- | 
dralls, or collegiate churches, which are onely to bee | 
repaired as formerly they have beene uſed and ac- } 
cuſtomed. And laftly it is Ordained, That all often- | 
ces againſt this Ordinance ſhalland may bee enquited | 
of; heard, and determined before his Majeſties Ju- 
ſtices of. Afſize.of Oyer and Terminer, or Goale de- 
livery, ; or before the ſuſtices of the Peace of any 
County, City, or Towne corporate, where any ſuch 
effence-ſhglfl: be committed by proofe of Witneſſes 
upon-Qath, which.the Juſtices aforeſaid ſhall here- 
by have power'to adminiſter, and at their generall 
Scihions of the Peace by Indictment, Information, 
or pthervite, as the caſe ſhall require, wherein no 
I of I » Efloyne; Protection, or Injun&tion 
bp ih b Te” ited orallowed. / And it is further Or- 
Wat: - 4p and Commons aforeſaid, That 
td It extin, or Pariſh-clerke within. any of 
2 Pariths aforeſaid, ſhall have their due Fees Fon 
the ſeverall Parifhes, to be ordered and recovered 
by Warrant from the Juſtices in ſuch manner as the 
Rates made for Church-wardens.are ordered to 
leavied by this Ordinance 3 and that they be ect 
and choſen in ſuch manner as totmerly' in .every Pa- 
riſh hath been accuſtomed, . 


| Job, Brows Cler. Partiamentorum : 
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